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Introduction

The following information may be helpful in understanding conditions in Jackson County,
Alabama, during the 1840’s. Bellefonte was the county seat of justice. Other villages were Santa,
Woodville, Larkinsville, Camden, Bolivar, BeechGrove, Coffeetown, and Larkins Landing. There were
other communities known asCoffee’s Store (Birmingham), Berry’s Store, Long Island, and Jones Cove.
The two major transportation routes were the Huntsville Stage Road and the Winchester Road. (Editor’s
Note: See “History of Jackson County” byJohnR. Kennamerfor more details.)

‘The courthouse at Bellefonte was isolated from other areas of the county. This was especially
true for the citizens living on SandMountain, In Paint Rock Valley, and in the Crow and Widow’s Creek
areas.

This isolation is reflectedin the Probate Court Minutes, DeedBooks, and Circuit Court Records.
The Justice of the Peace was a very important official in each community. The JP almost without
exception could read andwrite. Heknew the people living in the community personally. Hewrote the
wills, deeds, promissory notes, and other legal papers and attested to the signing of the same. He
explained legal papers to those who signedwith amark. In most cases there was a time lagbetween the
certificationand the registrationof the paper at the courthouse. Isolation, poor toads, slow mail service,
and distance all contributed to this problem. In some instances, documents were never registered at the
courthouse.

The period in the history of the United States known as the “WestwardMovement,” is reflected
in the wills and deeds of this time. The pioneer settlers moved often. If he had property, it was usually
heavily mortgaged. Since there were no lendingagents in the county, the mortgagewas a “deedof trust”
in favor of amerchant, or a large landowner. If the holder of the mortgage needed his money before the
date due, hemight sell the mortgage at a discount. Documents such aspromissory notes and mortgages
becamemediums of exchange.

The problem of collection is reflected in attempts at foreclosure. The chattel given as security
was easy to move. The real estate created many headaches for the legal system. DeedBook B has many
records of JP’s in Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, and Tennessee, preparing deeds and certifying
signatures of citizensof Jackson County who hadsuddenly “gone to Texas.”

In preparing this index, the compiler has not listed the name of each county official each time he
signed adocument. Each indenture--deed‐-in Book B consists of three parts, namely, the deed with the
grantor signing the document signifying the transfer to the grantee. Al l of the grantor, grantees and
others named in the text of the deed are listed in the Index. The second part of the indenture was the
certificationof the signers--grantors‐-by a local official, usually aJustice of the Peace. The JP’s are in the
indexwith the abbreviation JPfollowing their name. The third part of the indenture was theregistration
at the courthouse by the proper official. This would be the County Judge, or the Clerk of County Court.
The names of these officialswill appear in the Indexonce.

The following namedofficialswill appear in the index. The name of the official will befollowed
byanabbreviationdesignating the office held. The pagenumberwill belast.

C.A. Chadwick TC 85 Tax Collector
James PotterTC 208 Tax Collector
Lorenza RusselTC 27 Tax Collector
JohnF. CowanSh 142 Sheriff
ElijahHansbroughSur 223 Surveyor
Joshua L. MartinGov. 27 Governor of Alabama
JamesM. Greene JCC 26 Judge of County Court
WylieM. MasonRCC. 65 Register in Chancry Court
SamuelNorwoodTC 96 Tax Collector
Mose Jones CCC 21 Clerk of County Court
JamesM. HudginsCCC 22. Clerk of County Court
JohnB. Cook CCC 86 Clerk of County Court .
JohnG. DixonCCC 256 Clerk of County Court
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Prior to 1850,most of the above named positions in the courthouse were filled by appointments
approved by both houses of the General Assembly of Alabama. Several of the above named individuals
were building a political base for the time that they would go to the people of Jackson County for their

- support. After 1850, the Judge of County Court became an elective office of ProbateJudge. The Clerk of
County Court became the elected Clerk of Circuit Court. Mose Jones served many years in the office of
Commissioners Court. JamesM. Hudgins later becameProbate Judge.

Jackson County hadapioneer or subsistence economy during the 1830’s and 1840’s. Slavery, as
an institution, did not play amajor role in the labor force. This fact is reflected in DeedBook B. Very
few slaveswere listedaschattel in the deeds of trust. With the development of amarket economy--when
roads were improved, river transport flourished, and the cotton gin introduced--cheap labor was needed.
The Indexes for the public recordsof the 1850’swill show the increased reliance on slaves.

Some of the slaves listed in Deed Book B are found in the index. The follow list of slaves
includes those slaves andothers.

Berry 374
Bird 374
Bits 374
Cain 381
Charles 379
Clinton 290
Fanny 382
Tsaac 382
Julia 381
Mava 290
Nathan 374
Puss 374
Rose 259
Sally 259
Sancy 290

The following pages are missing; 1 - 20, 157 - 205, and 216 - 217. The first indenture on page
2 1i s the lastpart o fa deed. The deed was signed but not dated. The first dated d o c u m e n twas a
certification of the grantors' signature by aJustice of the PeaceonMay 27,1846. The deed was registered
in the office of the County Court in BellefonteonJune 24, 1847.

This thirteenmonths' time lapsemay beaccounted for asfollows; the grantors and the Justice of
thePeace were resident of the northern part of Paint Rock River Valley. Poor road and mountainous
terrainwould discourage frequent trips to the courthouse at Bellefonte. The Justice of the Peacewould not
make the thirty miles round trip until he had several documents to register. Mail service during the
1840’swas unreliable. The County Court Clerk hadother business interests. There are many reasons he
would haveanaccumulationof unregistereddocuments.

In addition to deeds of conveyance, several other kinds of legal documents are recorded in Book
B. They are:
1. Deedsof Trust or Mortgageson real estate andChattel. Next to deedof conveyance these deeds are
s e c o n din number. Awide range of Chattel was listed.

a. A detailed list ofhandtools ‐_P. 360
b. Rent incomefromuseof slaves P. 374
c. Drugs,medicine,and furniture P. 431
d. Walnut, PineCherry andMahogany lumber P. 339
c. Livestockof all kinds.

2. A deed of Chattel--slave--to aminor child. P.83
3. Proceedings in Orphan’s Court. P. 56, 58, 137,257, 277
4. Proceedings in Chancery Court. P.65
5. Trusteeships for minor heirs P. 25, 486 t
6. Bondandcertification for officials P. 27, 208, 481
7. Contract for partnership f o rasawmill p. 218
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8. A plat showing landownership to theNorthof theHarlin,MorganandRileyReservations. The map
was preparedbyElijahHansbrough. P. 225
9. A deed to landonwhich to erect abuilding to serveasaschoolhouseand aplace of worship for
BethlehemChurchof Baptist. P. 262
10. Orders for the sheriff to sell landfor taxes. P. 86, 91
11. Powerof Attorney. Attorney-in-Fact. P. 103

A study of thevarious deeds reveals many other itemsof interest:
1. Fifteenbuilding lots, in Bellefonte, somewith buildings, changed ownership. P.72, 133, 141,248
2. Fourbusinesses in Bellefontewere named.

a. Wildbahn, CoffeeandCo. P. 144
b. KingandCaldwell P.25
c. Austin andHunt P. 382
d. The Jackson County Democrat P. 86

3. Miscellaneous Items
a. Corporate limits of Bellefonte P. 246
b. Meets and bounds onLittle RaccoonCreek P.77
c. Waters of MudCreek. P.74
d. MudCreek Association P. 262
e. LibertyMeetingHouse. P. 32

Afterthoughts

‘The four pages numbered 481, 482, 483, and 484boundat the end of Deed Book B do not belong
there. These pages have dates for 1946, but the date of the last entry in DeedBook B is 1849. The
information onpages 481 and 482 is not related to that found on483 and 484. The following evidence
indicates that these pages are part of the missing pages from the front of the book. Pages 1- 20 are
missing,

A. The style ofwriting.
B. The dates.
C .O npage 483 someonehas p a r t i a l l ymarked out thenumber 1 3
D. Page 482 has a marked out number.



Adams,Toliver
Adams, Sophronia
Allen, JohnD.
Allen, Minerva
Allen, George A.
Allen, Wilson L.
Allison, James T.
Allison, Robert
Ambrester, John W.
Amos, David
Anderson Sr., George
Anderson Jr., George
Anderson, Nancy
Armbruster, John W.
Armstrong JP,
William C.
Armstrong, William B
Arnold, James
Arnold, Sarah
Arnold, John B.
Arnold, John
Aughenburgh, John
Austill, James

BainJP, James
Baker,Henry C.
Baker,Mary
Baker,Peter
Baker,John
Barclay,William F.
Barclay,Mary
Barrier,W.W.
Beason,Jonathan
Bell JP, John
Bennet,Pleasant
Berry,John
Berry,George W.
Berry,H.C.
Berry, Susan
Berry JP, John J.
Berry,William
Blancett,James,
Blancett,Nancy

Bradford,J.B.
Bradford,Martha H.
Brady,Thomas
Brady,Hilson
Brandon,RobertL.
Brandon, William
Brandon, Carter
Bray,William
Broadway,Benjamin
Brown,Preston
Brown,Jeremiah
Brownfield, Thomas
Bryant,Labon
Bryant,Emiline
Bryant,Laban
Burgess,Richard
Burgess,Mary
Burks, John S.
Burks, Polly
Burleson, John
Burrow, Jessee
Burrow,Mary
Burton, William N.
Burton,Patrick H.
Busby, Moses
Butler, Canada
Butler, William
Cain (Slave)
Caldwell, Hamblin
Cameron, Daniel
Campbell, David
Campbell, E l i
Campbell, Mary
Campbell JP, James
Campbell, James E.
Campbell, James M.
Campbell, John R.
Campbell, William
Campbell, George M
Caperton, George M.
Caperton, America
Caperton, John E.
Caperton, George W.
Caperton,
Prudence G.
Cargile, Pleasant
Carroll, James H.
Carson, James
Carter, George W.
Carter, Rachel
Caulfield,David
Chadick TC, G.A.
ChadwickJP, C.A.
Chambers,Lewis
Charles, (Slave)

356



Chessler JP,
Anderson J.
Childress JP, JohnK.
Childress, Joel
Childress,Nancy
Christian,William
Christian, Grant A.
Christian, Allen
Christian, Ann
Clark, Samuel
Clay,Clement C.
Clinton (Slave)
Clopton, A.G.
Cloud, George
Cloud, Frank
Cloud,NovaE.
Coffee, JohnR.
CoffeyBenjaminb.
Coleman, JohnC.
Coles,R.T.
Collins JP, A.W.
Collins JP, E.
Collins,Archibald
Collins,FrancesF.
Coman,John
Conant,WilliamL.
Cook JP,CCC, JohnB.
Cook, Jefferson
Cotnam,Thomas
Coulson, James
CoulsonJP, Jacob
Council JP,WilliamL
Countess,Winniford
CowanSh., JohnF.
Cowan,Elizabeth
Cox,William
Crabtree,WilliamP.
Cross, CharlesM.
Cross,Maclin
Cruse, Samuel
Cruse,HarrietM.
Culver,Nathaniel
Daniel,KibbleT.
Daniel,Harriott
Davidson,M.M.
Davis, Joshua
Davis, James W.
Day,Miles
Day,Haston
Demastts,Wyatt S.
Dickerson,Caleb
Dicus, Isom
Dillard,FrancisL.
Dillard,Elizabeth
DixonCCC, John G.

239

254

261
344
267
267
256

DodsonJP, William
Dodson,Mary
Donathan, Benjamin
Donathan, Sarah
Donigan, James J.
Dudley, Joseph
Dulaney, Jackson
Dulaney,GeorgeW.
Dulaney,Nelson
Duncan,Jesse
Dunham,Elizabeth
Durham,Medlin
Durham,Emmanuel
Durham,Richard
Dycas, Jason
Dycus, Charlotte
Earles,Margaret
Earles, Allen
Earls,Margaret
Eaton,Josephus A.
Eaton, Smith
Echols,Larkin
Echols,Judith
Echols,William
Elliott, Joseph
Elliott,Richard
Elliott,Eliza
Erwin,AK.
Estes,Temperance
Eustace, JosephN.
Eustace, IsaacA.
Eustace,J.S.
Evans,Samuel
Evans,William
Evins,L.D.
Evins,Agnes
Fanny (Slave)
Farriss, JohnL.
Finley,Mary Jane
Finley, Sarah
Finley,John
Finley,Alva
Finney,Gilford
Fondron,Thomas
Fondron,Ursella
Fondron, Samuel
FowlerJP, Firman
Fowler,G.Furman
Frame,WilliamF.
Frazier,
JosephParks
Frazier,A.L.
Frazier,George
Freeman,James P.
Frost,Thomas

135
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Fulcher,Jefferson 25 Hill, CB.
Fulcher, J. 431 Hinshaw,George W.
Garland,William 256 Hogue,Mary
Garnett, John 83 Holland, Rebecca
Garnett,MarthaJane 83 Holland,JamesM.
Gentry, Joiner 373 Holland, John
Gibbons, Joseph 66 Holland,WilliamD.
Gibbons, John 66 Horn, Andrew
Gibbons, George 66 Howard,Sophia
Gilleland,R.S. 290 Howard, Joshua
Gilleland, Jonathan 375 Howk, Simeon
Gittuts, Gorgink 14 Howk, Solatheal
Gold, David 43 Hudgens,E.N.
Graham, Jessee 276 Hudgens, SarahL.
Graves,Elijah 103 Hudgins CCC,
Gray, A.S. 103 JamesM.
Grayham, James N. 24 Hudgins,E.N.
GreenJCC, JamesM. 26 Hudson, Isaiah
Green,WilliamB. 56 Hudson,Hannah
Green ,William 107 Hudson,John
Greene, JamesM. 337 Hule, AlfredM.
Griffin,ThomasB. 426b Hunt,GeorgeW.
Griffin,Margaret 426b Hunter, James
GrossJP, Jacob 85 Hurt
Gross,Catherine 221 Isaac (Slave)
Gross,McLin 239 Isbel,John
Gross,John 244 Isbel,Sary
Gurley, James F. 255 Isbell,Zachariah
Guthre,Robert 22 Jinkins, William
Haddon,WilliamC. 420 Johnson, Nancy
Haddon,JohnA. 420 Johnson, George
Haden,WilliamC. 296 Johnson, Cynthia
Hall,Elijah 367 Johnson,George S.
Hamby,WilliamB. 426b Johnson, Alfred
Hammock,AaronG. 214 Jones CCC,Mose
Hammons,Leroy 226 Jones, Armsted
Hampton,Chaply 123 Jones, Catherine
Hampton, Chapley 345 Jones, JohnW.
Hancock,John A. 94 Jones, Elizabeth
Hancock,Sarah 94 Jones, Allen
Hancock,F.A. 208 Jones,WilliamH.
HansbroughJPSur, Jones, Eliza
Elijah 223 Jordan, John A.
Hardie, John 65 Jordan, Fleming
Hargiss,Abraham 378 Judge,F T.
Harris,Ezekiel 279 Julia (Slave)
Harris, Sally 290 Keen,Henderson
Hatfield,Hiram 481 Keener,Peter
Haynes,William 318 Keenes,Peter
Hayse,John 226 Kellso,JamesR.
Hayse,Charles 226 Kelso, James
Henderson,CharlesM 152 Kelso,Lucinda
Hickman,H.L. 323 King,David
Hickman,Nancy 323 King,William
HillJP, ClabornB. 49a King, Sarah

371
362
22
143

422
422

338
423
262
269
422
422



King, Wilie/Wiley
King,Merideth
King, R.
King, W.G.
King,Thomas
King,Ann

Kirkpatrick, Isaac
Klepper, John
Lanford,Richard
Larkin,David
Larkin,Elizabeth
Latham,Jonathan
Latham,Elizabeth
Lawler, Isaac
Lawrence, Henry
Lawrence, Rachel
Leonard, David
Leonard,Mary
Lewallen,Freeman
Lewallen,Mary
Lewallen,Madison
Lewis, G.A.
Lewis,Henry
LewisJP, Joel D.
Lewis,Joseph
Lewis,Margaret
Lewis,Tabitha
LiddonJP, William
Lindsay,John
Lindsay,James
Lindsay,Martha
Long,Arthur
Longacre,Thomas
Longacre,Judith
LoydJP, Thomas
Loyd,Jordan
Lunhand, Josiah
Lygon,Elijah
LynchJP, John
Lyon,Francis S.
Machen, William
Machen,Rachel
MachenJP, James B.

308
335
118
223
483
483
483

Maning
Maples, Edward
Maples, Edy
Maples,Jobe M.
Maples, William C.
Maples, Anny
Martin,DanielM.
MasonRCC, WyleW
Massingale,Robert
McBroom, Enoch C.
McBroom,
Margaret Jane Lewis
McBroom, E.C.
McBroom,Thomas
McBroom, Naomi
McCabb, SarahAnn
McCabb, James W.
McCalib,James W.
McCalley,Thomas S
McClendon,Joel
McCollomJP, Rufus
McCollom,R.B.
McCollum, Curtis
McCollum JP, R.K.
McCormick, Benjamin
McCormick, Joseph R
McCormick, Seynthia
McCoy JP, A.
McCrary, R.H.
McCrary,Mary Ann
McCrary,William A
McCrary,Margaret
McCrary,Joseph
McCrary,EmelineN
McCrary,Richard
McCraven, John A.
McCraven,Robert
McCraven,Alexander
McCraven,Elivander
McCravey,Richard
McCravey,Mary Ann
McCutchen JP,
William W.
McCutchen, Joseph
McCutchen, Tabitha
McCutchen,Macklin
McCutchen, Madison
McCutchen,Mary
McDuff, John
McFarlan, William M.
McFarlan, Alex
McGahey JP, John
McGuin,John
McGuin, Jane
McKeravy,R.N.

342

57
281
281
281
284
284
288
292
292

349
349
373



McMahan, Sanders
McMahan, John
McReynolds,William
Mead,E.A.
Mead,Samuel
Midden,Phillip
Middleton, Charles C.
Middleton,Mary
Middleton,Greenberry
Middleton,Margaret
Miller,HughR.
Miller,M.-P.
Mills, A.E.
Moore,Leah
MorganJP, William.
Morring,GeorgeW.
Morris,Daniel
Morrison, JohnA.
Mosely,RB.
Mundine,John C.
Mundine,Mariah
Murdock,WilliamC.
NatolkaMava (Slave)
Neal,GeorgeW.
Nelson,David
Nicholds,Allen
NorwoodTC, Samuel
Norwood, J.H.
Oby/Oley, JohnW.
Orsburn,Dennis
Orsburn,Elizabeth
Orsburn, John
Osborn, John
Otinger, Joseph
Overdeer, Susan
Owens, John
Parks,WilliamD.
Parks,James
Parks,Cenia
Parson,Silas
Parson,Vincent
Patton,John
Patton,Mary
Patton,William
Patton,MarthaL.
Patton,CharlesH.
Patton,Mary C.
Patton, Susan

Patton,Jane L.
Peddy,A.G.
Pennington,
Theophilius
Perry,James W.

117
253
235

208
425a
279
279
402
402

409
436

Perryman,GeorgeW.
Peters, John
Pettey,Zachariah
Phillips,Elizah
Phillips,Polly
Pogue,Hugh
Poleson,HamtomW.
Portwood,Benjamin
PotterTC, James
Potter, Barbary
Potts, Joseph
Potts,Rebecca
Price,A.H.
Price,John A.
Proctor,WilliamH.
Pruit,WilliamW.C.
Pruitt JP, WilliamW.
Pruitt,W.W.
Queen, John
Queen,David
Radford,John
Radford,Susan
Recton,F.L.
Rector,Thomas
Rector,Ludwell
Rector, Agness
Rector,Lucy A.
Rector,L.M.
Redmond,John
Reece,Sampson
Reed,George
Reese,William
Reeves,Edmond
Reynolds,WilliamM.
Rhodes,James
Richardson,Edmond
Richardson,
MargaretE.
Rictor,Thomson.
Riddle,Benjamin
Riddle,Elizabeth
Riddle,Alexander
RigginsJP,Nacy
Roach,C.G.
RoachJP, Charles L.
Rowarks/Roarix, John
Robertson,Drury
Robertson,WilliamP.
Robertson,RichardC.
Robinson,W.P.
Robinson,FrancesH.
Robinson,Nelson
Robinson,James
Rogers,Andrew
Rogers,Robert

59, 208



Rorax,William
Rorax,Polly
Rorix, William
Rorix,Polly
Rose,George
Rose(Slave)
Rush, Samuel
Rush,Phenly
Rush,Benjamin
RussellTC, Lorenzo
Russell, James
Sally (Slave)
Sancy/Lancy (Slave)
Sanders, William

Sewell JP, AF.
Shackford, S.M.
Sharp,H.W.
Shell, Casper
Shell, Adam
Shell,Mary Ann
Shelton JP,Noah
SheltonJP, WilliamF.
Shelton,Elizabeth
Shelton, WilliamL.
Shelton, Sheppard
Shepherd, Nancy
Shields, Jonathan
Shields, Milton
Shields, Mary
Shields,David
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Smith, James
SmithJP, William
Smith, Catherine
Smith, David
Smith, Sally
Smith, DavidT.
Smith, Malissa
Snodgrass, John
Snodgrass, Thomas
Spence, Jeremiah
Spence, Ann
St. Clair, CalebB.
Starkey, Calvin
Starkey, Calvin C.
Stephens, William
Stephens, Ellis
Stephens, Rebecca
Stephens, John
Stephens, JohnB.
Stephens, Margaret
Stern, David
Stern, Nancy Ann
Stevens, Sutton
Stewart, John B.
Stewart,Eliza
Stockton JP, William
Stocton;Erasmus J.
Stogsdill,Morris
Stogsdill,Mary
Stone, Samuel
Stublett, Joseph J.
Suggs, Joel
Summers, SamuelP.
Summers JP,Matthew
Summers,Thomas
Summers, Charlotty
Surratt, Oliver
Surratt, Caroline
Swaim, Michael
Swaim, Rebecca
Swink,PhillipD.
Talley, James N.
Talley, Emily
Talley, J.B.
Taylor, WilliamB.
Taylor, SarahM.
Taylor, Sarah
Taylor, Zebelon
Taylor,Francis
Taylor, Elizabeth
Tend, John
Tenny Isaac
Thomas, William
Thompson, Chapley



Thompson, DanielA.
Thompson,
Macome/Malcome
Thompson,Mahala
Thornton JP,WilliamH.
Thurman, John
Tipton, Samuel
Tipton,William
Tipton, JamesM.
Toney, Elizabeth
ToneyJP, Elizah
Tubb, George
Tubb,Nancy
Tuck, Nelson
Turner,W.B.
Vaughn, Samuel
Vernon, James E.
Vernor JP, J.E.
Waite, Gordentia
Walden, JamesH.
Walden, Charlotte
Walker JP, Jeremiah
Walker, HenryD.
Walker JP, Samuel
Walker, H.D.
Walker Jr., William ‑
Walker, Elizabeth
Walker, George
Wall, Alfred
Wall, JamesR.
Wall, G.M.
Wall,DavidD.
Wann,William
WannJP, Joshua
Wann,William
Wann,Dicy
WarrenJP,NoelB.
Washington,Mathew
Watkins, James L.
Watkins, Eliza
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Williams, Thomas L.
Williams, Samuel
Williams, Elizabeth
Williams, E.E.
Williams, C.F.
Williams, ElaredW.
Williamson, John
Williamson, Rebecca
Willorybly, JohnN. _
Willson, Joab
Willson, Joseph
Willson, Bird
Wilmon, Sylvester
Wilson, Joab
Wilson, GeorgeW.
Woosley, William
Wortham, JamesM.
Wright, James
Wright,William
Wright, Claricy
Wright, F.M.
Yell, Henry C.
‘Young,Frances
YoungJP, Francis
Young,D.M.

241
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